
Nine Bar rel  2006 Pinot Noir Russ ian River Val leyNine Bar rel  2006 Pinot Noir Russ ian River Val ley

The La Crema Nine Barrel wines are the ultimate expression of the fog-laden vineyards of the Russian River

Valley. Here, Pinot Noir develops remarkable concentration, complexity and balance during the long, mild

growing season. With each vintage, our winemaking team carefully tastes through our Pinot Noir lots, selecting 

the nine truly exceptional barrels that best exemplify the character of the vineyards and the vintage year. 

The result is a Russian River Valley blend without equal.

CraftsmanshipCraftsmanship
Fragile, temperamental and beautifully expressive, Pinot Noir must be handled delicately, from vine to bottle, 

to capture all this gorgeous varietal has to offer. It all begins with clone selection. All our Russian River Valley 

vineyards are located within 20 miles of the Pacifi c Ocean. In this cool, coastal climate we plant primarily Dijon 

and Pommard clones, known for aromatics and round complexity.

When it is time, the fruit is hand-picked and placed into small, half-ton bins, then carefully hand-sorted and 

gently de-stemmed at the winery, preserving 70% whole berries in the tank. The juice rests for a fi ve-day cold 

soak, which captures the luminous, deep ruby-red color of Russian River Valley Pinot. Fermentation takes place 

in open-top tanks with the cap punched down three times each day. This process extracts a wide range of fl avors 

and aromatics and the perfect amount of color and round tannin texture.

The free-run wine is drained to French oak barrels with medium-plus to heavy toast levels. After nine months, 

the winemaking team tastes through our Russian River Valley lots to fi nd the exclusive nine barrels for this release. 

The Nine Barrel blend is layered together and the wine is racked to one-year-old French oak barrels for an 

additional fi ve months of aging. This fi nal fi ve months of aging allows the various components of the blend to 

become one before bottling.

Express ion of the Vintage: 2006Express ion of the Vintage: 2006
The 2006 vintage challenged the vineyard team with twice the normal rainfall and late bud break, bloom and 

harvest. Fortunately, warmer temperatures accelerated ripening, bringing naturally high acids into check by

harvest. Overall, the season produced particularly ripe fl avors of red currant and black cherry. Layers of coffee 

bean, dark chocolate and cherry cola overlay an abundance of earth and black tea tones.

Technica l  Informat ionTechnica l  Informat ion

Appellation:  Russian River Valley
Composition:  100% Pinot Noir
Barrels:   100% French, medium-plus toast, some heavy toast, 45% new oak
Time in Barrel: 13 months
Cellaring:  Up to 7 years from vintage date
Clones:  115, 667, 777, 23, Pommard
Alcohol: 14.5%
T.A.: 0.57g /100ml
pH: 3.59
R.S.: 0.07%
Brix: 24° – 26° at harvest
Bottled: December, 2007 
Bottles: 2,700 

Impress ionsImpress ions
“The 2006 vintage shows beautiful elegance. This bottling gives us rich aromas of black cherry and cocoa,

with subtle dark plum and rose petal. Flavors of dried cherry, subtle raspberry and tea leaves integrate with

plush tannins to give a lengthy and elegant fi nish.”

Winemaker Ever ything the name impl iesEver ything the name impl ies
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Output Date: 12/18/08
Client: Jackson Artisan Estates
Job Title: 9 Barrel WIS – Single Side
Job #: JAELACC84261 
 
Finished Size: 8 1/2" wide x 11" high
Trim Area: 8 1/2" wide x 11" high
Bleed Size: 1/8" all sides
File Setup Scale: 100% of actual size

Colors:  4/0
 front: cmyk
 back: cmyk
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