
As we embrace 2011, it is exciting to pause and reflect that our winery has
been making wine for 125 years! Freemark Abbey has a storied past, a
testament to the different owners and growers who have contributed their 
skill and honed their craft in the vineyards and winery. Throughout the 
years, the people involved with Freemark Abbey have all had one goal in 
mind: make the best wines possible from that year’s vintage.

Today, I can unequivocally state that we continue to embrace this vision.
Standing alone in our stone winery (circa 1898), I can’t help but conjure
up images of our winemaking forefathers. I wish I had a time machine
to take me back so I could discuss their philosophy, their techniques
and their approach to viticulture. With deep admiration for the wines
they crafted, I trust that they would be proud of the wines we are making
today … and be somewhat in awe of our modern-day tools and techniques.
I feel extraordinarily proud to be a part of the history here at Freemark
Abbey, and hope to leave my own mark on the winery as it continues on
into the future.

800.963.9698 -x3707    f r e e m a r k a b b e y.co m     wineclub@freemarkabbey.com
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Cellar Chronicles
Notes from Ted Edwards , Director of Winemaking

I trust that they would 
be proud of the wines we 

are making today … 
Ted Edwards

Freemark Abbey Timeline 
1886 – Josephine Tychson became one of the first 
female winery owner, on record in Napa, building the 
original redwood winery on our property.

1898 – The winery was purchased by Antonio Forni, 
a good friend of Josephine’s. He re-named the winery 
Lombarda Cellars, after his birthplace in Italy. In 1899 
he constructed the stone winery, made of hand-strewn 
stones from nearby Glass Mountain. This historic 
winery structure is still used for barrel storage today.

1939 – The winery was closed for 20 years during 
prohibition, until three businessmen from Southern 
California, Charles Freeman, Marquand Foster and 
Albert “Abbey” Ahern, purchased Lombarda Cellars 
and combined their names to re-open the winery as 
Freemark Abbey.

1966 – Seven partners purchased the winery – Dick 
Heggie, Brad Webb, Bill Jaeger, Frank Laurie Wood, 
Jim Warren, Chuck Carpy, and John Bryan. Freemark 
Abbey’s signature style of Chardonnay and Cabernet 
Sauvignon was introduced under the management and 
expertise of this group and the winery earned the name 
“University of Freemark.” 

1970 – Freemark Abbey Bosché Cabernet has been 
sourcing exclusively from the dry-farmed Bosché 
vineyard since 1970. Our Bosché single-vineyard 
bottling remains one of our most coveted Cabernets.

1976 – Freemark Abbey was one of twelve American 
wineries selected to participate in the historic 
Judgment of Paris tasting of 1976 – the only winery 
with both a red and white wine chosen to compete.

1984 – The first vintage of Sycamore Vineyard 
Cabernet Sauvignon. Freemark Abbey has been 
sourcing fruit from this Biodynamically-farmed 
vineyard on the Rutherford Bench every year since.

1985 – Ted Edwards was named Winemaker. As the 
Napa Valley has become synonymous with world-
class wine growing regions, Ted has stayed true to his 
winemaking style, commitment to his craft and passion 
for Cabernet Sauvignon. 

Today – For nearly 30 years, people have identified 
Freemark Abbey by its simple elegance. To honor our 
history and the history of the Napa Valley, we returned 
to our roots with an updated version of our oversized 
label, including the iconic image of the lone oak and 
stone cellar. Completed in 2009, our newly remodeled 
Tasting Room features, arguably, the most extensive 
collection of library Cabernet Sauvignon of any Napa 
Valley winery, as well as a private library tasting area 
for  one-on-one experiences.
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This year we are celebrating 125 years of winemaking in Napa Valley!

A true American pioneer woman.  Courageous and determined.  The history of Freemark Abbey began in 1886, 
when Josephine Marlin Tychson became one of the first women to build and operate a winery in Napa, California.  

The historic site where Josephine’s winery, Tychson Cellars, once stood is now known as what we have come 
to know, love and appreciate as Freemark Abbey. Today, Freemark Abbey is proud to continue the legacy of 
winemaking in the very place where this pioneering woman made her mark so many years ago.
  
And the legacy lives on…  Help us as we celebrate the pioneering milestones of  Josephine Tychson and her legacy 
during our first annual Josephine Winemaker’s Dinner, March 26, 2011 6pm – 9pm. Please call to make your 
reservations at 800.963.9698.

125 Years: A Pioneer Story
c u r r e n t  w i n e  c l u b  s h i p m e n t s w i n e  c l u b  b e n e f i t s

Freemark Abbey offers three levels of club membership, each tailored to satisfy individual member tastes. Below is 
a quick glance at the Club wine shipments for Winter 2011. To upgrade your club membership, feel free to give us a 
call anytime! Receive a 25% discount on any orders made from the club selections below

Master Key Club
2009 Sauvignon Blanc,  Napa Valley  
Varietal Composition:  100% Sauvginon Blanc

2006 Sycamore Vineyard
Cabernet Sauvignon, Rutherford
Varietal Composition:  87% Cabernet Sauvignon, 
7% Cabernet Franc, 6% Merlot

Cardinal Key Club
2006 Sycamore Vineyard
Cabernet Sauvignon, Rutherford
Varietal Composition:  87% Cabernet Sauvignon,
7% Cabernet Franc, 6% Merlot

2007 Josephine, Red Blend
Varietal Composition: 43.8% Cabernet Sauvignon, 
26.7% Merlot, 18.4% Malbec, 7.0% Cabernet Franc,
4.1% Petit Verdot

Josephine’s Cellar Club
2006 Sycamore Vineyard
Cabernet Sauvignon, Rutherford
Varietal Composition:  87% Cabernet Sauvignon,
7% Cabernet Franc, 6% Merlot

2007 Josephine, Red Blend
Varietal Composition: 43.8% Cabernet Sauvignon,
26.7% Merlot, 18.4% Malbec, 7.0% Cabernet Franc,
4.1% Petit Verdot

2002 Cabernet Bosché
Cabernet Sauvignon, Rutherford
Varietal Composition: 85% Cabernet Sauvignon, 
15% Merlot

2002 Sycamore Vineyard
Cabernet Sauvignon,  Rutherford      
Varietal Composition:  85% Cabernet Sauvignon, 
8% Merlot, 7% Cabernet Franc

Fr e e m a r k  A b b e y  Wi n e  C lu b  B e n e f i ts 
In celebration of our 125th Anniversary, Freemark
Abbey is excited to highlight several new enhancements
to your Wine Club Membership. 

Master Key and Cardinal Key Clubs 
Membership benefits include:
•  Wine Tasting for four
•  Members Only Tasting Selections
•  Members Only Patio Area
•  Members Only Exclusive Promotions and Offers
•  Two Tickets to our Sycamore Vineyard and Bosché Cabernet  
 Annual Release Parties [ new ]
•  Special Member pricing on other events throughout the year

Josephine’s Cellar Club
Membership benefits include:
•  Wine Tasting for six [ new ]
•  Library Tastings for six [ new ]
•  Members Only Tasting Selections
•  Members Only Patio Area
•  Members Only Exclusive Promotions and Offers 
•  Four tickets to our Sycamore Vineyard and Bosché Cabernet  
 Annual Releases Parties [ new ]
•  Four tickets to the Freemark Abbey Josphine Winemaker’s   
 Dinner [ new ]
•  Special Member pricing on other events throughout the year 

All Club members enjoy exclusive benefits, including:
• 20% discount on current releases and library selections
• 25% discount on case purchases of select Wine Club wines
• 10% discount on all non-wine merchandise 
• Invitations to exciting members-only events and   
 preferred  pricing for all winery events 
• Use of our private picnic area. A two week reservation   
 notice is required to guarantee availability 
• Special members-only offers, including access to wines   
 that are only sold at the winery 
• Winemaker tasting notes and recipes sent with each   
 quarterly shipment 
• Personal service to assist with wine and merchandise   
 purchases, planning your next visit and general wine   
 country information 

[   For complete wine notes on these and other wines, visit us at  w w w. f r e e m a r k a b b e y.co m   ]


